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Judges XIx. 30. 


And it was ſt, that all that ſaw it 
ſaid, There was no ſuch Deed 
done, nor ſeen, from the Day that 
the Children of Iſrael came up 
ont bf the Land of Egypt, unto 
this Day: (onſider of it, take 
Advice, and ſpeak your Minds. 


HERE is a certain fatal Pertinence in 
the'very Place of the Text ; for when 
there were Judges, there. was no Ring in 
Iſrael; tho? as to the Bufineſs, they were 
Judges of another Nature that removed 

ours. We have here an Account of.a prodigious and 

horrid Action, cloathed with all the Circumſtances of 

Wonder and Deteſtation, perpetrated at a Time, when, 

upon Want of the Royal Power, Fudg. 21. v. ult. 

Kvery Man did that which was right in his own Eyes ; 

or, in another Dialect, as the Spirit moved him. And 

for the Authors of this execrable Fact, we have them 
defending with their Swords, and for ſome Time aſſert- 
ing their Villany with Succeſs and Victory sgainſt their 

Brethren, twice beaten and maſſacred before them in a 

righteous Cauſe, as we * ſee in the next Chapter. f 


i Rl L F | | 
. 2 . pl i 


6600 


I do not profeſs my ſelf sither delighted or skill'd 
in myſtical Interpretations, and to wiredraw the Senſe 
of the Place, ſo as to make the very Deſign of it ſpeak 
the King's Death, as ſome who can interpret Scrip- 
ture, as if the whole Intent of the Book'of God was 
to foretel Things tranſacted in England andScotland only, 
that there cannot be ſo much as a Houſe fired, or a Leg 


or an Arm broken, but they can, eæ poſt facto, find it 


in Daniel or the Revelations. No, I pretend to no 
ſuch Skill; it is enough for me, if I can bring the 
preſent Bufineſs and Text together, not by Deſign, but 
by Accommodation; and as the Fhraſe runs full and 
high, ſo I doubt not but to find ſuch a Parallel in the 


Things themſelves, that it may be a Queſtion, which of 
the two may have better Claim to the Expreſſion 2 


The Caſe here, that is worded with ſuch high Aggra- 


vations, was an Injury done to one ſingle Levite, in 


the villanous Rape of his Concubine; the Reſentment 
of which was fo high, that it engaged all the Tribes to 


revenge his Quarrel with a Civil War; in which, the 
Pre-eminehce and Conduct, by the Deſignation of God 


himſelf, was appointed to the Royal Tribe of Judab, 
the Scepter being moſt concerned to affert the Privi- 
leges, and revenge the Injuries done to the Croſier. 
We have the Bexjamites ſturdily abetting what they 
had impiouſly done, and for a while victorious in Villa- 


ny, and by the Help of God's Providence, trampled 


upon thoſe that fought by the Warrant of his Pre- 
cept. | | 


Let us now ſee the Counter-part. He that dates 


the King's Murder from the fatal Blow given upon the 
Scaffold, judges like him that thinks it's the laſt Stroke 
alone that fells he Tree; the killing of his Perſon was 
only a Conſummation of the Murder, firſt began in his 
Prerogative. We have heard the Knack of a double Ca- 
pacity, perſonal and politick, and 1 ſuppoſe they di- 


ſtinguiſned the King into the two, that each Party 


might murder him under one: And for thoſe whoſe 
, <7 Loyalty 


| (29) 

Loyalty confiſts only in decrying that Action, that was 
taken out of their Hands, and having laid the Premi-: 
ſes, proteſt againſt the Conclution ; they cover their 
Prevarications with a Fig-i eaf, and only differ from 
the other Party in this, That theſe endeavour'd ta 
diſguiſe the Authors of the Fact, whereas the others 
only diſguiſed the Executioner. 

Well then, when a long Sun-thine of Mercy had 


ripened the Sins of the Nation, ſo that it was now 


ready for the ſhaking of divine Vengeance, the Seeds 
of Faction and Rebellion having for a long Time been 
ſtudiouſly ſown by ſchiſmatical Libels, and well water'd 
by ſeditious Lectures, the firſt Aſſault was made againſt 


the Tribe of Levi, by the implacable Enemies of the 


Church; the Fury of whoſe Luſt and Ambition, nothing 
could allay, till they had full Scope to proſtrate her 
Honour, and to raviſh her Revenues 3; till at laſt cut 
and divided, and torn in pieces, as ſhe was, ſhe lay a 
ghaſtly Spectacle to all Beholders, to all the Jae! of 
God.---- And as this was done to our Engliſh Levites, 
ſo it was acted, I may ſay, by Benjamites ; that is, ſuch 
as ravencd like, Wolves; till by their Rapines and Sa- 
erilege, they had made their Meſs five times bigger than 
their Brethrens : The Proſecution of which Quarrel 
was own'd by the Royal Standard, and the Defender 
of the Church managed by the Defender of the Faith; 
in which, it pleaſed the All-wiſe God to cauſe Judab to 


fall be ore Benjamin, the Lyon to bea Prey to the Wolf; 


by which fatal Trac of Providence, the King being 
kill d before in 45, by natural and immediate Sequel; 
to compleat the Action, Charles was murder'd in 48. 


And this is the black Subject and Occaſion of this Days 
Solemnity; in reflefting upon which, if a juſt Deteſta- 
Tion (that is, a due Apprehenſion) of the blackeſt Fact 


that ever the Sun ſaw, (for he withdrew upon the Suf- 
ferings of our Saviour) chance to give an Edge to ſome 
of my Expreſſions, Let thoſe know, whoſe Actions 
have made Truth look like a Sarcaſm, and bare De- 


ſcriptions ſharper than [nvevtives 3, J fay, let thoſe Cen. 


©  fufers 


(8). 

furers know, (whoſe Innocence lies only in their Indem- 
nity) That to drop the blackeſt Ink, and the bittereſt Gall 
upon the Fact, is not Satyr but Propriety. | 


Now, fince the Text fays, There was no ſuch Deeds 


either done or ſeen; with which Words I cloath this 
preſent Subject, the proper Proſecution of them, as ap- 
ply'd to this Occaſion, will be to ſhew wherein the 

diſmal Strangeneſs of the Deed conſiſts; and ſince the 
Nature of every Action is to be learnt by reflecting up- 

on the Agent, and the Object, with all that Retinue 
of Circumſtances that attend and ſpeeify it under a cer- 


tain Determination, I ſhall atcordingly diſtribute my 


Diſcourſe into theſe Materials. | 


I. I ſhall conſider the Perſon that ſuffered. 
II. Shew the Preparation and Introduction to it. 
III. Shew the Agent who acted in it. 
IV. Deſcribe the Manner of the Fatt, and the Cir- 
cumſtances. And, 2 
V. Laſtly, Point out the deſtructive and grim Con- 
'« ſequences of it. Gat 


Firſt, For the Perſon that ſuffer'd: He was a King, 
and what is more, ſuch a [King, not choſe, but born 
to it; that is, owing his Kingdom not to the Vogue 
of the Popularity, but to the Suffrage of Nature. Re 


was a David, a Saint, a King, but never a Shepherd ;. 


all the Royal Blood in Chriſtendom ran in his Veins. ; 
that is, many Kings went to the making of him: And 
his Improvements and Education fell in no wiſe. below 


His Extrat}. He was accurate in all the recommending 


Excellencies of human Accompliſhments zable to deſerve, 
had he not inherited a Kingdom; and of ſo controuling 


a Genjus, that in every Science he attempted, he did 


not ſo much ſtudy as reign 3 and appeared not only a 
Proficient, but a Prince. And to go no farther for 2 
Teſtimony, let his own excellent Writings witneſs ſo 
much, which ſpeak him no leſs an Author than a Mo- 
exc, compos d with ſuch an unfailing Accuracy, ſuch 


a 


| (ad 
a Commanding Majeſtick Pathos, as if they had been 
writ, not with a Pen, but a Sceptre: And as for 
thoſe whoſe virulent and ridiculous Calumnies 
aſcribe that incomparable Work to others, I ſay, 
it is a ſufficient Argument, that thoſe did not write 
it, . becauſe they could not, it is hard to counter- 
feit the ſpirit of Majeſty, and the inimitable Peeuliari- 
ties of an incommunicable Genius and Condition. 
At the Council-board, he had the Ability till to give 
himſelf the beſt Council, but the unhappy Modeſty to 
diffide in it, indeed his only Fault; for Modeſty is a 
Paradox in Majeſty, and Humility a Soleciſm in Su- 
/ M8 premacy.. | N 
Look we next upon his Piety, and unparäallel'd Vir 
tues, tho without an Abſurdity, I may affirm; That 
his very Endowments of Nature were ſupernatural. z 
. ſo pious was he, that had others meaſured their Obes» 
dience to him, by his Obedience to God, he had. been 
r- the greateſt Monarch in the World, as eminent for fre- 
quenting the Temple, as Solomon for building one 3 
n- no Occaſion ever interfer'd with his Devotion, nor 
5 Bufineſs of State call out his Times of Attendance in 
the Church, ſo ardent, full, and melting in his pri- 
g, rate Devotions, that coming down from his Cloſet 
rn he has been reported always to change his Band; fo 
zue firm in the Proteſtant Cauſe, that tho“ he conversd in 
Ke the Midſt of Temptations, in the very Boſome of Spain, 
-4 ; Wand tho“ France lay in his: Breaſt, yet nothing could 
15. Walter him; but that he eſpouſed the Cauſe of Religi- 
and Won even more than his beloved Queen. He every 
low way filled the Title under which we pray for him; he 
ling could defend his Religion as a King, diſpute for it as 
rve, I Divine, and die for it as a Martyr : 1 think 1 ſhall 
ling I ſpeak a great Truth if 1 ſay, that the only thing which 
did makes Proteſtantiſm conſiderable in Chriſtendom, is the 
Church of England ; and the only thing that does now: 
cement and confirm the Church of Eng lard, is the Blood! | 
of this bleſſed Saint. He was fo well skilled in Cons © 
roverſies, that we might well tile him in all Cauſes. Ee? 
| B cleſiaſticals - 
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Eecleſiaſtical ; not only "ſupreme Governour, but: 
Moderator 3 nor more fit to fill the Throne than the 
Chair ; and withal, ſo exact an Obſerver and Royal 
Rewarder of all ſuch Performances, that it was an Encou- 
ragement for a Man to be a Divine under ſuch a Prince, 
which eminent Piety of his was ſet off with the whole 
Train of moral Vertues. His Temperance was ſo 


great and impregnable amidſt all the Allurements 


with which the Courts of Kings are apt to melt e- 
ven the moſt ſtoĩcal and reſolved Minds, that he did 
at the ſame time both teach and upbraid the Court; 
ſo that it was not their own Vice ſo much as his Ex- 


ample, that render'd their Debauchery inexcuſable. 


Look over the whole Lift of our Kings, and take in 


the Kings of Iſracl to boot, and ſee who kept the“ 
Bonds of Conjugal Affection ſo inviolate: David was 


eminent for Repenting, Charles for not needing Repen- 
tance. None ever of greater Fortitude of Mind, which 
was made more reſplendent in the Conqueſt of himſelf, 
and thoſe miraculous Inſtances of paſſive Valour, than 
if he had ſtrowed the Field with all the Rebel Ar- 
mies, and to the Juſtneſs of his own: Cauſe joyn'd the 
Succeſs of theirs, and yet withal ſo meek, ſo gentle, 


ſo merciful, and that even to a Cruelty to himſelf, 


that if ever the Lion and: the Lamb met together, if 
ever Courage and Meekneſs united, it was in the Breaſt 
of this Royal Perſon .., And which makes the Rebel- 
lion more ugly and intollerable, there was ſcarce any 
perſon of Note amongſt his Enemies, who even fight- 
ing againſt him, did not wear his Colours, and carry 


ſome peculiar Mark of his Favours and Obligations: 
Some were his own menial Servants, and Eate at his 


Table before they lift up their Heels againſt him; ſome 
received from him Honours, ſome Offices and Employ- 
ments, and J could name particulars of each kind, did 


1 think their Names fit to be heard in a Church, or 


from the Pulpit. In ſhort, He ſo behaved himſelf to- 
wards them, that their Rebellion mightbe Malice indeed, 


but could not be Revenge. Theſe his perſonal Virtues 


ſhed 


eertai 


obſer, 
740 
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a 
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ſhed a ſuitable Influence upon his Government for the 

ſpace of ſeyenteen Tears; the Peace, Plenty, and Ho- 
nour of the Engliſh: ſpread it ſelf, even to the Envy of 
all neighbouring Nations; and when that Plenty had 


pamper*d them into Unrulineſs and Rebellion, yet 


the Juſtice of his Government left them ſtill at a Loſs 
for an Occaſion ; till at length, Ship money was pit- 
ched upon as fit to be reformed into Exciſe and Tax- 
es, and the Burden of his Subjects to be taken off by 
Plunder and Sequeſtration. | 5 
The King now to ſcatter that Cloud, which began 
to gather and look black both upon the Church and 
State, made thoſe Condeſcenſions to their impudent Pe- 


titions, that they had ſcarce any thing to make War 


for, but was granted them already; and having thus 
ſtript himſelf of his Prerogative, he made it clear to 


the World, that there was nothing left for them to 


fight for but his Life. Afterwards, in the Proſecution 


of this unnatural War, what Oyertures did he make 
for Peace; nay, when he had his Sword in his Hand, 


his Armies about him, and a Cauſe to juſtifie hingbe- 
fore God and Man? How did he chuſe to compound 
himſelf into nothiug, to expoſe and un-king hümſelf 
by yielding to their hard and inhuman Conditions”? 
But all was nothing, he might as well compliment a 


M.aſtiff, or court a Tiger, as think to win thoſe who 


were now harden'd in Blood, and thorough-pac'd in 
Rebellion. The Truth is, his Conſcience, un- crown'd 


him, as having a Mind too pure to admit of thoſe 


Maxims and Practices of State, that uſually. make 
Princes great and ſucceſsful. - Having thus, with an 
unheerd of Loyalty, fought againſt and conquer'd him, 
they commit him to Priſon, and then the King hiqmſelf 
notes, that it has bgen always obſerved, That there is 
but little Diſtance between the Priſons of Kings and 
their Graves; To which I further ſubjoyn, That where 


certain ſtanding: Cauſe of the Connection of things 
obſerved, and indeed it: * direct Tranſition from the, 
* <A ; | x . f Be 2 %s * 
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Priſon to the Grave; 4 Carceribus ad Metam, the 


Difference only being this, That he who is Buried, is 


impriſoned under Ground; and he who is Impriſon- 
ed, is buried above Ground. But to finiſh this poor 


imperfect Deſcription, tho' it is of a Perſon fo re- 


nown'd, that he neither needs the beſt, nor can be in- 
jur'd by the worſt ; yet in ſhort, he was a Prince, 


whoſe Vertues were as Prodigious as his Sufferings; 


a true Pater Patriæ, a Father of his Country, if but 
this only, That he was the Father of ſuch a Son. 


And yet this moſt innocent of Men, and the beſt of 


Kings, fo pious, ſo virtuous, ſo learned, and judicious, 
ſo merciful and obliging,was rebelled againſt,drove out of 
his own Houſe, purſued like a Partridge upon the Moun- 
tains, and like an Exile in his own Dominions, inhu- 


manly impriſoned ; and at length, for a Cataſtrophe 


of all, Barbarouſly Murder d; tho in this, his Mur- 
der was the leſs of the two, that his Death releas d 
him from the Priſon. e ent 


vecondly. Having ſeen the Quality and Condition 


of the Perſon that ſuffered 3 in the next place, let 


us ſee the Engines and preparations, by which they 
gradually aſcended to the perpetration of this bloody 
Fact. As indeed it were but a prepoſterous Diſ- 
courſe to inſiſt upon the Conſkquend without taking 
Notice of the Antecedent. It were tod long to dig td 
the Spring of this Rebellion, and to lead you to the 
Secrecy' of its firſt Contrivance, but as David's phraſe 
is upon another Occaſion, '* It was fram d and faſhion- 
ed in the loweſt parts of the Earth, and there it 
£ was fearfully and wonderfully made, a Work of 
© Darkneſs and Retirement, removed from the Eyes of 


7 at Witneſſes, nay, even from Conſcience alſo, for 


© Conſcience was not admitted to their Councils, 
But the firſt Deſign was to ſecure a Levite to con- 
fecrate their Idol, and a factious Miniſtry to chriſten 
it their Cauſe of God. They ſtill own'd their party for 


God's true Iſrael, and being ſo, their Duty was to come 
a ; a 5 1 ©» Ws 
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out of Egypt, tho they provided themſelves a Red Sea 
for their Paſſage. For their Aſſiſtance, they repair'd 
to the Northern Steel, and bring in an unnatural, mers 
cinary Army, that like Shoals of Locuſts, covered the 
Land; ſuch as inherited the Deſcription of thoſe that 
God brought as Scourges upon his 0 1h the Jews; 
a Nation, fierce, ſpoiled, and ſcattered; and ſtill we 
ſhall read, that God puniſhed his Peeple with an Army 
from the North, Jer: chap. 50. ver. 3. Out of the 


North there cometh a Nation, which ſhall make t he Land . 


deſolate: And again, Jer. chap. 4. ver. 6. I will bring 


Evil from the North, and a great Deſtruction. Now, 


toendear and unite them into their Tntereſt,they invent- 
ed a Covenant, much like thoſe that made a Covenant 
with Hell, andan Agreement with Death. It was the 


moſt ſolemn Piece of Perjury, the moſt fatal Engine 
againſt the Church, and Bane of Monarchy, the grear- 


eſt Snare of Souls, and Myſtery of Iniquity, that ever 


was hammerd out by the Will, and Wickedneſs of 


Man. 


1 ſhall not, as they do, abuſe Scripture Language, 
and call it, The Blood of the Covenant, but give it its 


proper Title; it was the Covenant of Blood, ſuch a one 
as Simeon and Levi made, when they were going about 


the like Deſign. . The very Poſture of taking it, was 
an ominous Mark of the Intent; aud their holding up 


their Hands, was a Sign they were ready to ſtrike. It 
was ſuch an Oglio of Treafon and Tyranny, that one 


of their Aſſembly, of their own Prophets, gives this 
Teſtimony ' of it in his Narrative, and his Teſti- 
mony is true, That it was ſuch a Covenant, 
(whether you reſpect the Subject of Matter, or the 


Occaſion of it, of the Perſons that engaged in | 


it, or laſtly, the Manner of impoſing it) as was never 
read, nor heard of, or did the World ever ſee the like. 
The Truth is, it bears no other Likeneſs to ancient 
Coyenants, but that, as at the making of them, they 


New their Beaſts, and divided them: So this alſo was 


ſolemniz d with Blood, Slaughter, and Piviſion. 1 
, 15 oils 133 * 4 > N ; ut 
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But that I may not accuſe in general, without. a 


particular Charge, read it over as it ſtands before the 
Synod's Works ; I mean their Catechiſm, to which 
it ſtands prefix d ; as if without it, their Syſtem of 
Divinity were not compleat, nor their Children like 
to be well inſtructed, unleſs they were ſchool'd to Trea- 
fon, and catechis d to Rebellion; I ſay, in the Cove- 
nant, as it ſtands there, in the Third Article, they 
promiſe. a Defence of the King only thus: That 
they will defend his Perſon only in the Preſervation 
and Defence of the true Religion, and the Liberty of 
the Kingdoms. In which, it is evident, that their 
Promiſes of Loyalty to him, is not abſolute, but con- 

. Foot, with this Limitation, 


of the Kingdoms: From which, I obſerye theſe two 
Things; 1. That thoſe who promiſe - Obedience to 
their King, only ſo far as he preſerves the true Reli- 


gion, and the Liberties of the Kingdom, withal re- 


ſerving to themſelves the Judgment of what is true or 
falſe, and when theſe Liberties are invaded, and when 


not; do by that put it into their own Power, to judge 


Religion falſe, and when their Liberties invaded, as 
they think convenient ; and then, upon ſuch Judgment, 
to abſolve themſelves from their Allegiance... 2. That 
N Perſons who did thus covenant, had already, 
from Pplpit and Preſs, declar'd, the Religion and 
Worſhip of the Church of Exgland, then maintained 
by the King, to be popiſh and idolatrous; and. with- 
at, 


that the King had actually inyaded their Liberties. 


Now, for Men to ſuſpend their Obedience, upon a 
certain Condition, which Condition, they declar d, at 
the fame Time, not perform'd, was not to profeſs O. 


1 , 
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We ſee here the Doctrine of their Covenant; ſee 
the Uſe of this Doctrine, as it was charg'd home, 
with a ſuitable Application, in a War raiſed againſt 
the King, in the cruel Uſage and Impriſonment,  kil- 
ling and ſequeſtring, and undoing all that adhered to 
him, voting Non-Addreſs to himſelf, &c. All which 
horrid Proceedings, tho“ his Majeſty now forgives, yet 
the World will not, cannot ever forget, Indemnity is 
not always Oblivion. But to draw the Premiſſes cloſe 
to the Purpoſe, thus I argue 5 That which was the 
the proper Means that enabled the King's mortal 


Enemies to make War againſt him, upon that War 


to conquer, upo that Conqueſt to impriſon him, and 
laſtly, upon that Impriſonment, inevitably to put the 
Power into the Hands of thoſe, that in the End, mur- 
derẽd him: That according to the genuine Conſequen- 
ces of Reaſon, was the natural Cauſe of his Murder. 
This is the 'Propofition I aſſert, and ſnall not trouble 
my ſelf to make the Aſſumption. And indeed, thoſe 

that wipe their Mouths, and think themſelves innocent, 
by clapping this Act upon the Army, make juſt the 

fame Plea that Pilate did for his Innocence, in the 
Death of Chriſt, becauſe he left the Execution. to the 
Soldiers: Or what the Army may make for clearing 
themſelves of all the Blood they have ſpilt, by charg- 
ing- it upon their Swords. I conclude therefore, 
that this was the gradual Proceſs to this horrid Fact; 
this the Train laid to blow up Monarchy ; this the 


Step, by which the King aſcended the Scaffold . 


Thirdly, Come we now to flew, who were the 
Actors in this: tragical Scene. 8 Loft: 
When thro the Anger of Providence, a thriving 
Army of Rebels had worſted Juſtice,clear*d the Field, 
ſubduf*d all Oppoſit ions and Oppreſſions, even to à ve- 
ry Inſurrection of | Conſcience, ſo, that Impunity at 
length grew into the Reputation of Piety, and Sucs 
ceſs" gave the Rebellion the. Varniſſt of Religion, 2 

af 
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that they might conſummate their Villany, the Gown 


was called in to compleat the Execution of the Sword, 


and to make weſtminſter-Hall a Place for taking away 
Lives, as well as Eſtates, a new Court was ſet up, aud 


Judges pick*d, who had Nothing to do with Juſtice, 


but & far, as they were fit to be the Objects of it; in 


which, they firſt of all began with a Confutation of the 
Civilians Notion of Juſtice and Juriſdiction; it being no 
longer with them an Act of ſupreme Power; ſuch an 


inferior Fry, ſuch a Mechanick Rabble were they, ha- 


ving not ſo much as any Arms to ſhew, but what they 
uſed. in Rebellion. That when I ſurvey a Liſt of the 
King's Judges, and the Witneſſes againſt him, I ſeem 
to have before me, a Catalogue of all Trades, and ſuch 
as might better fill the Shops of weſtminſter-Hall, than 


the Benches , ſome of which came to be Poſſeſſors of 


the King's Houſes, who before had no certain Dwel- 
ling but his High-way ; and ſome of them might have 
continued Tradeſmen fill, had not Want, and Inabi- 
lity to Trade, ſent them to the Wars. Now, that 
the King, and ſuch a King, ſhould be murder«d by 


ſuch, the meaneſt and baſeſt of all his Subjects; and 


not like Nimrod, (as ſome have call'd him) but like an 
Actæon, be torn by a Pack of Blood hounds; That the 
Steam «/Dunghil ſhould thus obſcure the Sun ! 
This mucf enhances the Calamity of this Royal Per- 
ſon, and makes his Death as different from his who 
is flain and conquer'd by another King, as it is between 


being torn by a Lyon, add being eaten up by Vermin 


(pardon the Expreſſion, but it came into my Mind, by 
ſpeaking of thoſe, many of which were ſomictime Beg- 


gars) For the Feet to trample upon, nay, to kick off 


the Head, who would not look upon it as a Mon- 
ſter? But indeed, of all others, theſe were the fitteſt 


Inſtruments of ſuch a Work ; for baſe Deſcent, and 
poor Education, diſpoſe the Mind to Imperiouſneſs and 
Cruelty, as the mott ſavage Beaſts are bred in Dens, 


and have their Extraction from under Ground. Theſe 


therefore, were the worthy Judges and Condemners 


of 


"oh 


® 
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of a King; even the Refuſe of the People, and the 
very Scum of the Nation, which was at that Time, 


both the uppermoſt, and baſeſt Part of it. 


Fourthly, Paſs we now to the Circumſtances and 
Manner of the Procedure, in the Management of this 
bloody Fact: And Circumſtances, we know, have the 
greateſt Caſt in determining the Nature of all Actions, 
as we judge of any Man's Poſt or Quality by his At- 
tendance. | ons BE 
Firſt of all then, It was not like other Acts of Dark- 


. neſs, done in ſecret, nor as they uſed to preach, in 


Corners, but publickly, colour'd with the Face of Ju- 
ſtice, Manage with Openneſs and Solemnity, as ſolemn 
as the League and Covenant it ſelf, Hiſtory indeed af- 
fords us many Examples of Princes murdered in private, 
which tho' it be villanous, yet is in it ſelf more excu- 


ſable; for he that does a Thing in ſecret, by. the very 


Manner of doing it, confeſſes himſelf aſhamed of the 
Thing he does; but he that acts it in tlie Face of the 
Sun, vouches his Action, for laudable, great, and he- 
roick. Having brought him to their High Court of 
Juſtice, ſo calld, I conceive, becauſe Juſtice was there 
Arraigm d and Condemned; or perhaps, therefore, cal- 
led Court of Juſtice, becauſe it never ſhew*d any Mer- 
cy. Their By-way of Trial as unheard of as their 
Court, they permit him not fo much as'to ſpeak in his 
own Defence, but with the Innocence and Silence of a 
Lamb, they condemn him to the Slaughter, and it had 
been well if they could as eaſily have impoſed Silence 
upon his Blood. Being condemn'd, they fpit in his 
Face, and deliver him to the Mockery and Affronts 
of Soldiers ; ſo that I wonder where the Blaſphemy 
lies, which ſome charge upon thoſe, who make the 
King's Sufferings ſomewhat reſemble our Saviour's 2.But | 
is it Blaſphemy to compare the King to Chriſt in that 
reſpect, in which Chriſt himſelf was made like a Servant? 
Can he be like us in alb things, and w-e not. dike him ? 
Certainly there was TY in that Providence, wy 
| ge | g 
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: : 1 5 | : | | 
: | ' . - fo long ago appointed the Chapter of our Saviour's 
Paſſion to be read on the Day of our King's: And] 
am ſure, the Reſemblance is ſo near, that had he lived 
before him, he might have been a Type of him. I con- 
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feſs there is ſome Diſpropriety in the Caſe; for they 8 

ſhewed themſelves worſe than Jews. But however, f 

28 ſince they make this their Objection, That we make the ) 
=_ King like Chriſt, I am willing it ſhould be the greateſt t 
Commendation to be accounted as unlike Chriſt as ſ 


they pleaſe. . | h 
Let us now follow him from this Mock-Tribunal, to d 
the Place of his Reſidence till Execution. 833 f 
Nothing remains to a Perſon condemned, and pre- Pl 
ſently to leave the World, but theſe Two Things: be 
Firſt, To take Leave of his Friends; a Thing not de- 
nied to the vileſt Malefactor, which ſufficiently ap- 00 
pears, in that it has not been denied to themſelves, Vet 
no Entreaties from him; or his Royal Conſort, could 
prevail with the Murderers, to let her take the laſt te 
Farewel and Commands of a dying Husband. He H. 
was permitted to make no Farewel but to the World. 
Thus was he treated, and ſtript of all, even from 
the Prerogative of a Prince, to the Privilege of a Ma- Gt 
lefactor. 5 3 ; the 
Secondly, The next Thing deſired by all dying Per- So! 
ſons, is Freedom to converſe with God, and prepare 
themſelves to meet him at his Tribunal; but with an | 
Italian Cruelty to the Soul, as well as to the Body, wh 
they debar him of this Freedom alſo and Solitude; hal 
his former Puniſhment is now too great an Enjoy- he 
ment. But that they might ſhew themſelves Enemies || 
no leſs to private, than they had been to publick Pray- ef t 
ers, they diſturb his Retirement, and with Scoffs ang} | PV: 
Contumelies, upbraid thoſe Devotions that were inte» | Dea 
ceeding for them; and I queſtion not, but Fanatick {| 
Fury was then at the Height, and that they would the 


even have laughẽd at Chriſt himſelf in his Devotions, d 
had he but uſed his own Prayer. - | Mat 
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With theſe Preludiums is he brought to the laft 


Scene of Mockery and Cruelty, to a Stage erected be- 
fore his own Palace, and for the greater Defiance of 
Majeſty, before that part of it in which he was wont 
to diſplay his Royalty, and to give Audience to Ambaſ- 
ſadors; where now he could not obtain Audience to 
himſelf in his laſt Addreſs to his abuſed Subjects: Then 
did he receive the fatal Blow, and at length finds that 
faithfully performed upon the Scaffold, that was at firſt 
promiſed in that Rebellious Parliament, That he ſhould 
be made a Glorious King. | . 

But even thisDeath was a Mercy from the Murderers, 
conſidering what Kinds of Death ſeveral propos d, as 
they ſate in Conſultation about the Manner of it. Even 
no leſs than the Gibbet and the Halter, no leſs than 
to execute him in his Robes, and drive a Stake thro' his 
Head and Body, to ſtand as a Monument upon his 
Grave. In ſhort, all thoſe kind of Deaths were propo- 
ſed, that either their Malice could ſuggeſt, or their own 
Guilt deſerve. - And could theſe Men deſire now in 
their Hearts, to live and plead for a Pardon from the 
Son, who had thus murder*d. the Father? He that 
ſhall read that Place in the Firſt of Kings, chap. 
ver. Becauſe thou baſt let go out of thy Hand, a Man 
whom 1 appointed to utter Deſtruction, therefore thy Life 
ſhall go for his Life, and thy People for bis People. I ſayg 
he that ſhallread it with Loyalty and Apprehenſion, 
would tremble; and have Cauſe to look upon the Guilt 
of this ſacred Blood lying upon the Nation, with fo 


much Dread, that next to having a Hand in the Kings 


Death, (give me Leave to uſe a new Expreſſion upon 4 
new Subject) he would almoſt fear to have a Hand in 
the Murderer's Life. f py | 8 
Now, we may know when God hath appointed g 
Man to Deſtruction, by theſe two Marks. Firſt, when 
the Crime notoriouſly deſerves Death, 24/y, when 
God, by a Miracle delivers the Criminal to the Hand 
of Juſtice, as all the World muſt acknowledge, mr 


on | 
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did thoſe Perſons. I ſpeak not only of thoſe Wretch- 
es that openly imbrued their. Hands in the bloody 
Sentance, but of thoſe more conſiderable Traytors, 
who had the Villany to manage the Contrivance, and 
yet the Cunning to diſappear in the Execution. They 
plead the Promiſes of Mercy, and they have. had it ; 
for a Reprieve is too great a Pardon for the Murder- 


ers of their Prince, and others may now plead Repen- 


tance, and it is well if it makes them the fitter todie, 
but not worthy. to live. But uſually all the Profeſſions 
ſuch Villains make of Repentance, are only the feint 
Reſentments of a guilty Horror, the Convulſions and laſt 
Breathings of a guilty - Conſcience : And I beſeech 
God for thoſe that eſcaped, that their Repentance be 
not ſuch, that both themſelves and the Nation may 
have Cauſe to repent of. But if they ſhauld indeed 
proye ſuch as have no Conſcience but Horror, who by 
the: ſame Crimes will be made irreconcileable, by 
which they deſerved to be unpardonable; who would 
reſume thoſe 18 ms upon Opportunity, which 
they made upon Extremity ? And being ſaved from 
the Gallows, make the uſual Requital that is made 
to ſuch aJDeliverance 2 If, I ſay, ſuch Perſons ſhould 
be only for a Time chained and tied up, that they may 
gather more Fiercegg, to run at length upon Maje- 
ſy, Religion, ech; Laws, Churches and Univer- 
ſities; whether Gad intends by this; a Repetition of 
our former Coufuſion, or a general Maſſacre of our 
Perſons, which is moſt likely; the Lord in Mercy 
fit and enable us to bear the Smart of a milimproy<d 
Providence, and the infatuate F ruſtration of ſuch a mi- 


raculoys Deliverance. * , | 
But to return to this ſacred Martyr, we have ſeen 
him 'murder*d'; And is there now. any other Scene 


on, Cruelty to act ? Is not Death the 5 1 of the 


urderers Malice, as well as of the Life of him that 


is murderd 2 No, there is Me and viler Infjance 
ot thejr ſordid, implacable Cruelty, in the very em- 
e 1 Bale, 4p4 taking S0 thgle Bowelzo which, 
Lb 8 | 


Fa | 


* * : 1 , 
, bo Pr EL 


| ( 21 ) — 
had they not relented to his Enemies, had not heen ſo 

handled. They gave Orders to thoſe to whom the Work 
was committed, diligently to ſearch and ſee, whether his 
Body was not infected with ſome loathſome Diſeaſe; 
F ſuppoſe they meant that with which moſt of hisJudges 
were troubled. Now every one muſt eaſily ſee, for them 
to intimate the Enquiry, was in Effect, to command the 
Report. And here let any one judge, whether the re- 
morſeleſs Malice of imbitter*d Rebels ever roſe to ſuch: 
a Height of Tyranny, that the very Embalming - his 
Body muſt be made a Means to crrrupt his Name; 
as if his*Murder was not compleat, unleſs, together 
with his Life, they did alſo aſſaſſinate: his Fame, and 
butcher his Reputation. But the Body of the Prince, 
innocent and virtuous to Admiration, had none. of the 
Ruins and gentle Rottenneſs of our modern Debauche- 
ry, it was ficm and clear, like his Conſcience, he fell 
like a Cedar, no lefs fragrant than tall and ſtately ; 
Rottenneſs of Heart, and Rottenneſs of Bones, are 
the Bodies of his Murderers.. 3 the Noiſomneſs of 

their Lives might even retalliate and revenge their 


Sufferings; and whilſt they were under Execution, 


even poyſon*d the Executioner. But the laſt grand, 
coinprehenſive Circumſtance of this Fact, which is, (as 
it were) the very Form and Spirit of it, that did actu- 
ate and run thro” all the reſt, is, That it was done with 
the Pretences of Conſcience, and Proteſtations of Re- 
ligion, with Eyes lifted up to Heaven, Expoſtulations 
with God, Pleas of Providence, and inward Inſtiga- 
tions; till at length, with much Labour and many 
Groans, they were delivered; of their intended Mi- 
chief. And certainly we have Cauſe to deplore-this 
Murder with Faſting, if it were but for this Reaſon, 
that it was contrived and committed with Fafting+5 
every Faſt. portended ſome Villany, and ſtill 4 Faming 

uſher'd in a Plague ; But as Hunger ſerves only for 
Appetite, ſo they never ordained. a Humiliationz but 
 top;the doing of ſomething, which being done, might 
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dine them at a Thankſgiving. 1 And a ſugh 2 l 4 
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abuſed Piety inſpire into the Church militant, upon 
their Exerciſes, that we might as well meet a hungry 
Bear, as a preaching Colonel, after a Faſt, whoſe mur- 
derous Humiliation mnie verified that oppoſite Pro- 
hecy, in Jſaiab, chap. 8. v. 21. ben they ſhall be 
, they ſhall curſe their King and their God, and 

look upwards. That is, they ſhall rebel and blaſpheme 
devoutly ; tho* by the way, he that is always looking 
upwards, can little regard how he walks below. But 
was there any thing in the whole Book of God, to 
warrant this Rebellion, and inſtead of Obedience, to 


ſacrifice him whom they ſhould obey > Why, yes; 


Daniel dreamed a Dream; and there3s ſomething alfo 
in the Revelations, concerning a Beaſt, and the Horn, 
and the fifth Vial, and therefore the King ought un- 
doubtedly to die. But if you or I cannot gather fo 


much from theſe Places, it is becauſe we are not in⸗ 


wardly enlighten'd : But others, more knowing, tho' 


not leſs wicked, inſiſt not much upon the Warrant of 
- Scripture, but plead Providential Diſpenfations 3 and 
God's Works muſt be regarded more than his Word; 


and their Latin Advocate, who, like the blind Adder, 
ſpits his Poiſon on the King's Perſon and Cauſe, 


| ſpeaks to the Matter roundly; Deum ſecuti ducem, & 


:mpreſſa-paſſim divina Veſtigia venerantes, viam haud ob- 


ſcuram ſed illuſtrem, & illius auſpiciis commonſtratam 


Apatefactam ingreſi ſumus. But muſt we read God's 
Mind in his Footſteps, or in his Word > This is, as 
if when we have a Man's Hand-writing, we ſhould en- 
deavour to take his Meaning by his Foot. But ſtill, 
Conſcience, Conſcience is pleaded a Covering for all 
Enormities, and an Anſwer to all Queſtions and Ac- 
cuſations. Ask them what made them ' fight againſt, 
impriſon, and murder their lawful Soveteign ? Why, 
Conſcience : What made them extirpate the Go- 
vernment, and pocket the Revenues of the Church? 
Conſcience; What made them perjure' themſelves 


with contrary Oaths-2 What made Sweating to be 


Sin, and For-ſwearing-to be none? What made _ 
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lay hold of God's | Promiſes, and break their own ? 
Conſcience: What made them perſecute, ſequeſter, 
and undo their Brethren, take their Eſtates, and get 


into their Places, and then fay, they only robbed the 


Conſcieneg. The Poet ſays, Vis ſeri dives, Bythinier 
conſcius eſto. Lou, I believe would tender it conſcious, 
but I think it may be more properly conſtrued : If 
= will be rich, be in their Senſe conſciencious. We 
aye lived- under that Model of Religion, in which, 
Nothing hath been accounted impious but Loyalty; No- 
thing abſurd but Reſtitution. 
But, O Bleſſed God, to what Heighth can prepoſ- 


terous, audacious Impiety ariſe ! Was it not enough 


i Why ſtill this capacious Thing called 


that Men once crucified Chriſt ; but there ſhould be 


ianity ! Muſt he, who taught no Defence but Patience, 
aNowed no Armour but Submiſſion, and never war- 
ramed the ſhedding of any Blood but his own, be 
now again mocked with Soldiers, and vouched the Pa- 
tron and Author of all theſe hideous Murders and Rebel- 
lions which an ordinary Impiety would ſtand amaz*d at, 
and which in this World he hath fo plainly condem- 
ned in his Word, and will hereafter as ſeverely ſen- 
tence in his own Perſon. Certainly, theſe Monſters 
are not. only the Spots of Chriſtianity, but ſo many 
ſtanding Exceptions from Humanity and Nature; and 
ſince moſt of them are Anabaptiſts, it is Pity, that in 
repeating their Baptiſm, they did not baptize themſelves 
into another Religion, | 


2 of Men, who ſhould alſo crucify Chri- 


Fiſthly and Laſtly, Let us now, in the laſt Place; 


view the Horridneſs of the Fact, in the fatal Conſe- 
quences that did attend it. . | 


Every great Villany is like a great Abſurdity, draw- 
ing after it a numerous Train of heterogeneous Conſe- 


quences, and none ever ſpread it ſelf into more than 


this; but I ſhall endeavour to reduce them all into 
theſe two Sorts ; Firſt, ſuch as were of a Civil Con- 
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cern. Secondly, ſuch; as were of 4 Religious Con- 


cernment. , And 1. For the civil and political Conſe- 


# , quences of it. There immediately enſued a Change of 


Government ; of a: Goyernment, whoſe Praife had 
been proclaimed for many Centuries, and enrolled in 
the large fair Characters of the Subjects Enjoyment and 
Experience. It was now hired! into a Democracy, 
and the Stream of Goyernment being cut into many 
Channels, it ran thin and ſhallow ; Whereupoh the 


Subject having many Maſters, every Servant had ſo ma- 


ny diſtin&t Services 3. but the Wheel of Providence, 
which only they look'd on, did not ſtop here, but by 
2 fatal ridiculous ' Viciſſitude, both the Power and 
Wickedneſs of fheſe many Rebels, were again reſolved 
and compacted into oue ; again it returned to many, 


with ſeveral attending Variations, tilb at length we 


pitched: upon one again ; one beyond whom they could 
not go, the Vitimamgque Sec. of all: Royal Excellencies, 
as all Change tends to, and at laſt ceaſes upon its ac- 
quired Perfections; nor was the Government only, but 


allo the Glory of the Zaglih Nation changed, Diſtinc- 


tion of Order confounded, the Gentry outbrav'd, and 
the Nohility, who voted the Biſhops out of their Dig- 
nities in Parliament, were by the juſt Judgment of God, 
thruſt out themſelves, and brought under the Scorn and 
imperious Laſh of Beggars on Horſeback. Learning 
diſcountenanced, and Univerfities threaten'd, their Reve- 
nues to be fold, and Colleges to be demoliſhed, the Law 
to be reformed after the ſame Model, the Records of 
the Nation to he burnt : Such an Inundation and De- 
luge of RuttzReformation and Confuſion, had ſpread 
it ſelf upon the whole Land, that it ſeem' d a kind of 


Reſemblance of Noah's Deluge, in which only a few . 


Men reſided amongſt Beaſts. 
Secondly, The other ſort of; Conſequences were of 
a Religious Concernment ; I ſpeak not of the Con- 


tempt, . Rebuke and Diſcouragement lying upon the 


Divines, or rather the Preachers of thoſe Days; for 
they brought theſe Miſekies upon themſelves, and had 
© OI e ET more 
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more Reaſon a great deal to curſe their own ſeditious 
Sermons, than to curſe Aferoz ; they ſounded the firſt 
Trumpet of Rebellion, and like true Saints, had the 
Grace to perſevere in what they tirſt began; courting 
ind recognizing an Uſurper, calling themſelves his moſt 
loyal and obedient Subjects, never enduring to think of 


their lawful Sovereign; till at length, the Danger of 


Tythes, their unum neceſſarium, ſcared them back to 
their Allegiance. I ſpeak not therefore of theſe 5 but 
the deſtructive Conſequences of this Fact, was, that it 
had left a laſting Scandal upon the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion; Tell it not inGath, publiſh it not in Askelon, leaſt 
the Daughters of the Philiſtines triumph; leaſt the Papa- 
cy laugh us to Scorn. -I confeſs, the ſeditious Writings of 
ſome Proteſtants have ſufficiently baptized their Religion. 


See Calvin warranting the three Eſtates to oppoſe their 


Prince; fee Mr. Knox's Appeal and in that, his Argument 
for reſiſting the Civil Magiſtrate ; read Mr. Buchanan's 


Diſcourſes de jure regni apud Srotos; read Vindicie con- 


tra Tyrannos, under the Name of Junius Brutus, written 
by Hottoman the Civilian 5 ſee Pareus upon the 13th of 
the Romans; where he ſtates Atrocem aliquain Injuriam, 
a large Term of eaſy Application, to be a ſufficient Rea- 
ſon for Subjects to take up Arms againſt their King. But 
ſhall this be called a Comnient upon the 13th of the Ro- 
mans, it is rather a Comment upon the Covenant; both 
of which; as they teach the ſame Doctrine, fo they de- 
ſerved and had the ſame Confutation. 


were never compleatly actuated, or appear d in the Field, 
till the French Holy-League, and the Engliſh Rebellion: 
Let the Pomder- Plot be as bad as it will. Yet ſtill there's 
4 much Difference between the King's Murder and that, 
as there is between an Action and an Attempt 3 what 
Bulls and Anathema's could not do. factious Sermons 
have brought about; what was then contriv'd againſt tlie 
Parliament Houſe, has been ſince done by it; what the 
Papiſts Powder intended, the Soldier's have effect · 
ed : I fay, let the Pomder- plot be look d black upon, as 
indeed it is, as the Product of Hell, as black as the 2 
'D an 


But theſe Prin- 
eiples, like ſleeping Lyons, lay ſtill a great while, and 


always have the Precedence of November. 


MY (26) | 
and Principles of thoſe that hatch'd it, yet ſtill this Re- 
format ion- Murder will preponderate, and January will 


And thus I 
have traced this accurſed Fat thro' all the Parts and In- 
gredients of it; and now, if we reflect upon the Quality 
of the Perſon upon whom it was done, the Conditions of 
the Perſons that did it, the Means, Circumſtances and 
Manner of its Tranſaction, I ſuppofe it will fill the Mea- 
ſure, and'reach the Height of the Words of the Text, 
That there was no ſuch deed done or ſeen, &c. For my own 
part, my Apprehenſion of it overcharge's my Expreſſions; 
and how to ſet it off, I know not, for Black receives no 
other Colour : But when I call together all the Ideas of 
Horror, rake all the Records of the Roman, Grecianand 


Barbarian Wonders, together with new-fancied Inſtances, 


and unheard of Poſſibilities, yet I find no Parallel; and 
therefore, have this only to ſay of the King's Murder, 
That it is a thing, than which, nothing can be imagined 
more ſtrange, amazing and prodigious, except it's Par- 


don. And now having done with the firſt part of the 


Text, does it not naturally engage us in the Duty of the 
ſecond ? Muſt ſuch a Deed as was neither ſeen nor heard 
of, be alſo neither ſpoken of, or muſt it be ſtroak'd 
with ſmooth mollifying Expreſſions, is this the Way to 
cure the Wound; by pouring Oyl upon thoſe that made 
it; and muſt Abſolam be therefore dealt with gently, be- 
cauſe he was a ſturdy Rebel? If, as the Text bids us 
| Conſider of the Fact and take Advice, (that is, Advice 
with Reaſon and Conſcience) we cannot bur obey it in 
the following Words, and ſpeak onr Minds; Could Cre- 


* ſus's dumb Son ſpeak at the very Attempt of a Murder 


upon his Frince and Father ; and ſhall a Preacher be dumb 
when ſuch a Murder is actually committed ; or, do we 
think tis enongh to make long doleful Harangues againſt 
Murder and Cruelty, and concerning the Prerogative of 
Kings, without ripping up the particular, miſterious and 
diabolical Arts of its tirſt Contrivance; can things pe- 
culiar and unheard of, be treated with the toothleſs Ge- 
nerality of common Place; I will not be ſo uncharitable, 
gs to charge a Conſent in this particular, rags + 
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find a Silence; I will only conclude ſuch to fancy them- 
ſelves wiſer than others, and to wait for another Turn, 
and from their Behaviour, rationally to collect their 
Expectations. But whoſoever is ſo ſage, ſo frudential, 
or to ſpeak more properly, ſo much a Politicus, as to fit 
himſelf for every Change; he will find, that if ever an- 
other Turn befalls this Nation, its Converſion will be 
truly its knocking down; and therefore, theſe ſilent 
Candidates for future Preferment, | wiſh them no other 

Puniſhinent for their treaſonable Deſire, but to be pre- 
ferred under another Change, | 
But I have not yet finiſhed my Text, nor ſpoke all.my 
Mind; I have one Thing more to propoſe, and with that 
to conclude. Would ye be willing to fee this Scene 
atted over again ? Would you have the King, with his 
| Father's Kingdoms and Virtues, inherit alſo his For- 
tune? Would you, now Providence has caſt out the 
deſtructive Intereſt from the Parliament, and the Houſe 
is ſyept and cleanſed, have the unclean Spirit return, 
and take to it ſelf ſeven Spirits, ſeven other Intereſts 
worſe then it's ſelf, and dwell there? And fo make our 
latter End worſe than our Beginning. We hear of 
Plots, Combinations, Parties joyning and agreeing; and 
let us not ſo much truſt in their Oppoſition among 
themſelves: The Elements can fight and unite in one 
Body, Ephraim againſt Manaſſab, and AManaſſab againſt 
Ephraim; but both equally againſt the Royal Tribe of 
Judah. Now if we dread theſe Furies being again ler 
looſe upon us, Q let us fear the Return of former Provo- 
cations : If we would keep the Ax from our Princes and 
Nobles, let us lay it to our Sins: If we would preſerve 
their Lives, let us amend our own. We have complained 
of Armies, Committees, Sequeſtrators, Tryers and Deci- 
mators; but our Sins, our Sins are thoſe that have ſuck d 
the Blood of the Nation. Theſe have purpled the Scaffold 
with the Royal Gore: Theſe have plough'd up ſo many 
Noble Families; made fo many Widows, and ſnatch*d 
the Bread out of the Mouths of ſo many poor Orphans. 
Tis our not Fearing God, that hath made others not 
10nour the King: Our not benefitting by the Ordinances - 
of the Church, that has enriched orhers with her Spout | 

ee e es: When 


oe ( 28) 
When I hear of Conſpiracies, Seditions, Deſigns; Cove: 
nants and Plots, they do not much move or affright me: 
But when 1 ſee the ſame Covetoufneſs, Drunkenneſs and 
Profaneneſs, that was firſt puniſh' in ourſelves; and then 
in our ſanctify'd Enemies. When I ſee Joy turn'd into 
Revel, and Debauchery proclaim it ſelf louder than it can 
be proclaim'd againſt: Theſe, I muſt confeſs, ſtagger and 
altoniſh me; and I cannot perſwade my ſelf, tHat we were 
delivered to do all theſe Abominations. Bui if we have 
not the Grace of Chriſtians, have we not the Heart of Men? 
Have we not Bowels and Relentings ? If the Blood and 
Baniſhment of our Kings cannot move us; if the Miſery 
of our Commen Mother the Church, ready to fall back 
into the Hands of Purchaſers and Reformers, cannot work 
pon us; yet (hall we not, at leaſt, pity out Poſterity ? 
Shall we commit Sin, and breed up Children to inherit 
the Curſe? Shall the Infants unborn haue cauſe to fa 
hereafter, Our Fathers have eaten the / qure Grapes of Diſobe- 
dience, and our, Teeth are ſet on edge by Rebellion and Conf#- 
.. How does any Man know but the very Oath he is 
wearing, the Lewdnelſs he is committing, may be ſcored 
up by God, as one Item for a new Rebellion, We 
may be Rebels, and yet neither Vote in Parliament, 
Sit in Committees, or Fight in Armies: Every Sin is 
virtually Treaſon; and we may be guilty of Murder by 
breaking other Commands beſides the Sixth: But at pre- 
ſent we are made whole + God has by a Miracle healed 
the Breaches; cured the Maladies ; and bound up the 
Wounds of a bleeding Nation. What remains now, but 
thar we take that Counſel that ſegonded a like mitaculous 
Cure; Go, Sin no more, leſ a worſe Evil came upon thee. But 
ſince our Evil hath been fo ſuperlatiye; as not to acknow- 
tedge a worle : Since our Calamity having reached the 
higheſt, gives us cauſe to fear a Repitition, rather than 
any poſſibiſity of a Gradation, I ſhall diſmiſs you with 
the fame Advice upon a different Motive; 60, Sin nd 
more, left the ſams Evil befal 3s. 
- Which God in His infinite Mercy prevent; even that God by 
| ', whom Kings Keign and decree Fuſtice; by whom their 
»... Thrones are eſtabliſbd, and their Blood reveng'd : To 
whom be rendered and aſcrib'd,, all, as is moſt due, all 
Falte. Might, Majeſty uf t Dominion, both non, and 


Wt for evermore. Amen. cf, — # 
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